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matter before R. Agiba, he said to me, ‘From now on it is forbidden to 
speak ill of these people again’”[T. Yoma 2:7A-C]. 


II:4: All of them found an excuse for their actions, except for Ben 
Qamsar [T. Yoma 2:8G]. 


II:5: There we have learned: These are the ones who were appointed 
to office [in the Temple] [M. Sheq. 5:1]: R. Hezekiah said, “R. Simeon 
and rabbis: One said, “The purpose is to list the suitable men of each 
generation.’ “The other said, ‘He who lived in that generation listed 
the suitable men in his generation.’” 


II:6: And in regard to all of them, Ben Zoma would say the following: 
“Yours will they give you, by your own name will they call you, in 
your own place will they seat you. There is no forgetfulness before the 
Omnipresent. No man can touch what is ready for his fellow” [T. 
Yoma 2:7D]. 


XXII. YErusHatmi Yoma 4:1 


HE SHOOK THE BOX [WITH THE LOTS] AND BROUGHT UP THE TWO LOTS. 


1:1: It is not the end of the matter [that he shakes] a box, but he may 
even utilize a basket. 


ON ONE WAS WRITTEN, “FoR THE LORD,” AND ON ONE WAS WRITTEN, “FOR 
AZAZEL.” THE PREFECT WAS AT HIS RIGHT, AND THE HEAD OF THE 
MINISTERING FAMILY [FATHER’S HOUSE] AT HIS LEFT. If THE LOT “FOR THE 
LORD” CAME UP IN HIS RIGHT HAND, THE PREFECT SAYS TO HIM, ‘‘MY LORD, 
HIGH PRIEST, RAISE UP YOUR RIGHT HAND.” IF THE ONE “‘FOR THE LORD” 
CAME UP IN HIS LEFT HAND, THE HEAD OF THE MINISTERING FAMILY SAYS TO 
HIM, “‘My LORD, HIGH PRIEST, RAISE UP YOUR LEFT HAND.” HE PUT THEM ON 
THE TWO GOATS AND SAYS, “FOR THE LORD, A SIN OFFERING.” R. ISHMAEL 
SAYS, “SHE DID NOT HAVE TO SAY ‘SIN-OFFERING,” BUT ONLY ‘FOR THE 
Lord.” AND THEY RESPOND TO HIM, ‘‘BLESSED IS THE NAME OF THE GLORY 
OF HIS KINGDOM FOR EVER AND EVER.” 


II:1: [With reference to M. 4:1B, writing the designation for the goats 
on slips,] why not bring two threads, one black, one white, and tie the 
threads on [the goats] and say, “This one is for the Lord, and that one 
is for Azazel’? Scripture states, “And Aaron shall cast lots upon the 
two goats, one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for Azazel” (Lev. 
16:8). [Accordingly, the procedure is as specified in Scripture.] [That 


